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MPIC Plans to Open Regional Office in Jeddah

KUALA LUMPUR: The Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC) is planning to
set up a Malaysian Agricommodity Regional Office in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to capitalise on the
market potential for the nation’s agricultural commodities in the Middle East and the African
continent.

The regional office, which would act as a hub for Malaysian commodities, would include the
Malaysian Palm Qil Council, the Malaysian Rubber Council and the Malaysian Timber Council,
said MPIC Minister Datuk Dr Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali.

“The opening of this regional office is part of the MPIC’s efforts to realise its target, which is to
ensure that Malaysian commodity products — including oleochemical products and biofuel —
would dominate the region’s markets in the future,” he said in a statement yesterday.

This development is subsequent to Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin’s recent meeting
with the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, Prince Mohammed Salman Abdulaziz Al-Saud, who is
also Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense.

By setting up the regional office, local companies will have the opportunity to export palm oil in
larger quantities and boost the acceptance of Malaysian oil palm products in the global
markets, said Mohd Khairuddin.

Saudi Arabia has also committed to increasing its imports of Malaysian palm oil from 318,000
tonnes worth RM900 million last year to 500,000 tonnes worth an estimated RM1.5 billion this
year.

In the statement, the MPIC also congratulated Muhyiddin for the successful negotiations
between Malaysia and Saudi Arabia on various matters, including the promotion of Malaysia’s

palm oil industry with the view of expanding the local palm oil’s market in the country.

*News from BERNAMA.com,14 March 2021
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Kementerian Perusahaan Perladangan dan Komoditi
(KPPK) bercadang membuka Pejabat Serantau
Agrikomoditi Malaysia di Jeddah,
Arab Saudi merangkumi Majlis Minyak Sawit
Malaysia (MPOC), Majlis Kayu Kayan Malaysia (MTC)
dan Majlis Getah Malaysia (MRC).
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